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2011–2012 Academic Year 
Winter Session 

 
UNIVERSITY OF CALGARY 

 
 

DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE 
 
 

FACULTY OF ARTS 
 

POLI 201-L01 (Winter 2012) 
Introduction to Government and Politics 

 
 

INSTRUCTOR Dave Snow 
TELEPHONE 403-220-4184 (email is preferable) 
OFFICE SS 705 
EMAIL adsnow@ucalgary.ca 
OFFICE HOURS 
 

TEACHING ASST 1 
EMAIL 
 
TEACHING ASST 2 
EMAIL 
 

M/W/F 13:30 - 14:30 (or by appointment) 
 
[Teaching Assistant #1] 
ta1@ucalgary.ca 
 
[Teaching Assistant #2] 
ta2@ucalgary.ca 
  

WEBSITE http://blackboard.ucalgary.ca  
LECTURE HALL ICT 102  
LECTURE TIMES M/W/F: 15:00 - 16:00  
TUTORIAL T01 – Tu: 12:30 - 13:20       SH 280 

T02 – W: 10:00 - 10:50        MS 319 
T03 – W: 11:00 - 11:50        SH 288 
T04 – F: 10:00 - 10:50          SS 010 
T05 – F: 11:00 - 11:50          SH 288 

 
COURSE 
DESCRIPTION 

This course serves as an introduction to the basic language, 
theories, concepts, and institutions of politics and political 
science. It provides an overview of the study of political science 
and as a general introduction to “how government works.”  In 
addition, this course will provide an introduction to academic 
research, writing, and critical analysis. In tutorials, reliance on 
large lectures is reduced, with a greater emphasis placed on 
small group discussions, interactive inquiry, and student 
research experience. 
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Upon completion of this course students will: 
 

• Be able to participate intelligently and knowledgeably in 
the ongoing debate about the role of government in 
society. 

• Understand the way in which political institutions and 
actors have shaped and constrained the development of 
Canadian society. 

• Have developed their research, writing and verbal 
presentation skills. 

 
  
REQUIRED 
TEXTBOOK  

1. Mark O. Dickerson, Thomas Flanagan, and Brenda 
O’Neill, An Introduction to Government and Politics: A 
Conceptual Approach, 8th ed. (Toronto: Thompson-
Nelson, 2009). 

 
2. Mark Charlton and Paul Barker, Crosscurrents: 

Contemporary Political Issues, 6th ed., (Toronto: Nelson 
Education, 2009). 

  
 
GRADE 
DISTRIBUTION 

 
Tutorial Participation 20% 
Essay  25% 
Midterm Exam 25% 
Final Exam 30% 
 100% 

 
 

TUTORIAL 
PARTICIPATION 
 

Participation in tutorials is a critical part of POLI 201. As such, 
attendance is encouraged. In tutorial, students are expected to 
have completed the readings and be active participants in the 
discussions guided by the TA. Mere attendance in the tutorials 
is not sufficient participation.   
 
Students are also expected to come to the lectures and 
participate during the in-class discussions. Class discussion will 
often turn to the news, so students are encouraged to keep 
abreast of current affairs. Students will be asked numerous 
questions throughout the course of the semester.  At no time is 
a student obligated to answer any question.  
 

ESSAY 
 

The essay is a short paper that will be no longer than 1200 
words (4 double spaced pages), excluding citations and 
bibliography.  It is best to consider the paper in terms of a well 
researched and carefully formulated newspaper op-ed to which 
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some academic apparatus (citations, bibliography) has been 
added. The essay will address the assigned topic, and should 
draw together course readings and discussions.  While essays 
can certainly cite newspapers, magazines, and websites, they 
should go beyond this to reference at least four (4) academic 
sources (i.e., books or journal articles). The topics will be made 
available to the students in early February and will relate to the 
broad themes of the class. The essay is due WEDNESDAY 
MARCH 28th. 
 
Essays will be submitted electronically via the digital drop-
box using Microsoft Word format (if you don’t have Word, it 
is available in the Tri-Lab – SS018). Essays will also be 
returned to the student electronically via the digital drop-box.   
 
 

MIDTERM EXAM 
 
 
 

The mid-term will test the students’ knowledge of the course 
material covered in the assigned readings, lectures, and tutorials. 
It may include any combination of multiple choice questions, 
short answers, definitions, and essay questions. It will be written 
in class on WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 15th, and will cover 
all materials (readings, lectures, and tutorials) to that point.  
 
 

FINAL EXAM 
 
 
 

The final exam will test the students’ knowledge of the course 
material covered in the assigned readings, lectures, and tutorials. 
It may include any combination of multiple choice questions, 
short answers, definitions, and essay questions. The final exam 
will be scheduled by the Registrar’s Office during the final 
examination period. It will be cumulative, with an emphasis on 
material covered since the mid-term.  
 
Note: ALL COMPONENTS of the course must be completed 
to receive a passing grade.  

 
 

GRADE SCALE 
 

The Department of Political Science endeavours to ensure consistency 
of final grades across courses and sections. Variations in distribution 
will always be considered by the instructor where called for by the 
performance in each individual class. The student does not have any 
‘right’ to a certain grade, but is responsible for earning grades. The 
instructor has unfettered discretion to evaluate student performance and 
assign all grades. 
 
A+ = 95-100  B+ = 77-79  C+ = 67-69  D+ = 55-59 
A  = 85-94   B  = 73-76  C  = 63-66  D  = 50-54 
A- = 80-84   B- = 70-72  C- = 60-62  F  = 0-49 
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CLASS 
PREPARATION & 
BLACKBOARD 
 

Lectures focus on the material presented in the textbooks and 
discussion relating to the topics outlined in the schedule.  
Students are expected to read the assigned text chapters and 
readings before class, and be prepared for class discussion.  
Important information and additional readings for POLI 201 are 
posted on Blackboard. Students should regularly check the 
Announcements section of Blackboard for ongoing notices. 
 
Your instructor may not necessarily cover all of the materials in 
the chapter, but it is the responsibility of the student to 
understand the concepts presented in the textbook and lectures.  
If you are unsure of any of the concepts, please take the 
initiative to ask the instructor during or after class. 
 

CONTACTING 
YOUR 
INSTRUCTOR 
 

Students requiring assistance are encouraged to speak to their 
instructor or teaching assistant during class or during their office 
hours. Should you wish to meet with the instructor outside of 
office hours, please email the instructor to make an 
appointment.  
 
 

EMAIL POLICY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DEADLINES AND 
LATE PENALTY 
POLICY 
 

Email should be treated as a professional communication 
between the student and the instructors. Basic rules of grammar 
and professional etiquette apply. The instructor will endeavor to 
respond to student emails within 24 hours. However, email may 
not be the best way for instructors to answer student questions, 
especially those requiring an explanation of concepts covered in 
this course, or those involving personal concerns. Therefore, the 
instructor may request a face-to-face meeting with the student. 
 
Deadlines will be treated seriously. It is unfair to students who 
meet deadlines if those who have taken extra time are treated 
equally.  Late papers, those without an extension granted by the 
instructor, will be penalized 3 per cent per day (including 
weekends).  Papers more than 7 days late will not be marked 
and shall receive a mark of 0. This includes both assignments.  
A description of the calculation of grades can be found below.  
A note of caution: computer failure is not grounds for an 
extension.  Always back up your work in order to avoid last-
minute catastrophes. 
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COURSE OUTLINE AND REQUIRED READINGS 

(POLI 201, SUBJECT TO CHANGE) 
 

DATE TOPIC READING 
 

Week 1  
 

Jan. 9 - 13 
 

 
Introduction & The Study of 

Politics 
 

 
 

 
DFO: xxiii-xxxiv, 3-

14 
 

No Tutorial 

 
Week 2 

 
Jan. 16 - 20 

 
 

 
Power, Legitimacy, Authority 

and the Rule of Law 
 

Surviving 1st Year: The Basics 

 
DFO: 15-28, 61-70 

 
CB: 2-33 

 
Week 3 

 
Jan. 23 - 27 

 

 
Sovereignty, Nations and 

International Order  
 

Critical Reading 
 

 
DFO: 29-50, 88-110 

 
CB: 34-53 

 
Week 4 

 
Jan. 30 - Feb. 3 

 
Liberalism and Conservatism 

 
Writing with Sources 

 

 
DFO: 126-159  

 
CB: 54-88 

 
Week 5 

 
Feb. 6 - 10 

 

 
Socialism, Communism, and 

Nationalism 
 

Academic vs. Non-Academic 
Research 

 

 
 

DFO: 160-197 
 

CB: 263-290 
 

 
Week 6 

 
Feb. 13 - 17 

 
Critical Ideologies 

 
Wednesday February 15th 

MID-TERM 
 

 
DFO: 198-226 

 
No Tutorial 

 
Week 7 

 
Feb. 20 - 24 

 

 
 

READING WEEK 

 
 

NO CLASSES 
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Week 8 

 
Feb. 27 - March 2 

 

 
Liberal Democracy and 

Autocratic Systems 
 

Thesis statements 
 

 
DFO: 235-261, 280-

298 
 

CB: 315-336  

 
Week 9 

 
March 5 - 9 

 

 
Parliamentary and Presidential 

Systems 
 

The Logic of Argument 
 

 
DFO: 299-330 

 
CB: 160-192 

 
Week 10 

 
March 12 - 16 

 

 
Unitary and Federal Systems 

 
Parsimony, Clarity, and Flow 

 
DFO: 331-348 

 
CB: 104-134 

 
Week 11 

 
March 19 - 23 

 
 

 
Interest Groups and Social 

Movements 
 

Beginnings and Endings: 
Bringing the paper together 

 

 
DFO: 359-389 

 
CB: 337-367 

 

 
Week 12 

 
March 26 - 30 

 

 
Parties, Elections and Media 

 
Wednesday MARCH 28th  

Assignment Due 
 

 
DFO: 390-428 

 
CB: 232-262 

 
Week 13 

 
April 2 - 6  

 

 
Legislatures and the Executive 

 
Friday: HOLIDAY –  

NO CLASSES 
 

 
DFO: 429-454 

 
CB: 217-231 

 
Week 14 

 
April 9 - 13  

 

 
Courts and the Charter of 

Rights 
 

F: Exam Review  

 
DFO: 466-479 

 
No Tutorial 

 
 
 


